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What is a Riparian Buffer?

u A riparian buffer is a wide strip of native trees, shrubs, grasses, and 

herbaceous plantings along ponds, lakes, rivers, creeks, and streams.



Did you know? 

u The USDA Forest Service estimates that over one-third of the rivers and 

streams in Pennsylvania have had their riparian buffers degraded, removed, 

or altered due to development. 

u 86,000 Miles of Streams in PA 

u Over 28,000 Miles of streams are impacted.



Benefits of a healthy stream buffer: 

u Protects streambanks from erosion 

u Filters pollutants from stormwater runoff

u Reduces flood damage

u Creates wildlife habitat

u Provides shade to streams

u Improves Aesthetic value of landscapes 



Source: https :// www.catawbariverkeeper.org . No copyright infringement is intended. 

https://www.catawbariverkeeper.org/


Storing water and reduce flooding 

u Riparian buffers, and wetlands in general, act as a buffer against floods. 

u Slowing down run-off that enters the stream, decreasing the flow velocity of the stream, 

the trees and shrubs soak up excess water through their root systems, thus controlling 

floods.

https://www.austintexas.gov/faq/riparian -zone-restoration



Did you know? 

u A mature oak can uptake hundreds of gallons of water a day, and a mature 

Eastern Pine can utilize in excess of 100 gallons in one 24 hour period.



Multi -functional Buffer 

u Definition: A riparian forest buffer that provides opportunities for harvesting 

products such as nuts, berries, and woody florals .


